Back to School: Using School Records in Your Family Tree

Tina Beaird tbeaird@papl.info ﬁ m @

Types of School Records

e Alumni Directories

e Awards

¢ C(lass Photos/ Annuals (yearbooks)
e Coursework/Tests/Papers

e Diplomas

¢ Graduation Announcements
e Programs and event flyers

e Report Cards/Transcripts

o Teacher Registers

e School Schedules

Places to find School Records

e School or School District Offices

e Regional Board of Education

e County Courthouse/Township Offices
e Public Libraries/Universities/ Archives
e Historical Societies

e State Libraries/ Archives

e Newspapers

¢ Online Genealogy Sites

Schools/Board of Education

Class Photos & Yearbooks

e Check with the school or school district to see if they have class photos on-hand.
e Local Historical / Genealogical Societies and Libraries may have school report cards and
teacher registers as well as a plethora of school photos.
¢ Yearbooks contain more than just school photos:
¢ Business Advertisements


mailto:tbeaird@papl.info

e Military service photos/announcements

¢ Memorials

e Photos of the town and school

o Alumni lists

o www.augustana.edu/library/special-collections/search

o www.ancestry.com $

o www.archive.org

Pitchers on this year's team were Bill Berg-

o www.classmates.com $ straesser, Denny Curtin, Dick Hergenrader, Roger
Krhounek, and Tom Craig.

o www.old-yearbooks.com

County and Township Records

e School Schedules (census)

o Election results

e School Tax records

e Annual Tax Assessments

e School Board Annual Reports

School Schedules (censuses)

Represent children of “school age” from age 5 to 21 in a district (regardless of school attendance)

e May include: date of birth, age, siblings, name of parent/guardian, class, residence.
e The Head of Household would verify the number of children of school age. A good
way to find remarried mothers and spouses of ladies under the age of 21.
e These often predate vital records in many states (IL began recording births in 1877).
www.familysearch.org

o www.findmypast.com
o www.ilsos.gov/departments/archives/IRAD/iradholdings.html
o https:/ /theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-illinois-online-school-records

Historical Societies/University Libraries/Archives

Teacher Registers


http://www.augustana.edu/library/special-collections/search
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.archive.org/
http://www.classmates.com/
http://www.old-yearbooks.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.findmypast.com/
http://www.ilsos.gov/departments/archives/IRAD/iradholdings.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-illinois-online-school-records

Registers are privately owned by each teacher and are not
the property of the school, so they may be hard to find.

o  Will often include:
e Age of child
e Coursework (grade level)
o Attendance
o Guests

Places to find Teacher Registers:
¢ Regional Board of Education
e Local Historical /Genealogical Societies
e State Archives/Library

Newspapers
Newspapers are a great resource for school information

e Awards & Accomplishments
o Dean’s Lists
o Sports Stars
¢ Events & Happenings
o Homecoming
o Clubs and Social
e Graduation: K to College
o Graduation Announcements
o Class photos
¢ C(Class Reunions

Online Resources for School Records & Photos

HI -TIMES

Sl Whalidy by the Heddeite of ‘lifnEeia 15 au1mu1 :

Bk
o Bowkee
mr T

ne Wﬂ Tomorctn Cucei b mew #lrs. |

LR =t

v pina,
unla w
kBl are
1hat in
u gl

e

oot | e Lmnkerl is now Alrs.

il

. Iﬂaﬂrrﬂ: Tofl grude schoul in Frilies

nqries
rupncis
1 mem-
LMl
i the

| Denrge  Monfeainm.

it | M

| Dowochy Mwedwr iz Mre

B ishelh’ Falrraothcr.

- Alericn Wilson And  Bves w0

mate of Droke DnSvezaics.

Rhoaln' [nhbryman e mar
ried  fn ol Weler  wnd s
livimg im Mo Mgab.

Wincent Aumfnnling
Liidrre Bilidlnrger b Mra,

Venlaly l;'gvrwndl" i Mea,
e
Faras i winpluged an
oL mlenngrapher Fae Sl sl
Woelater,

Ivn Ulaugow 1 Wea, Camrro
ey fmdth gl e just a
Tl mile: Frum Lown

Walter Hewwaz,_ ©
Nralelbofice.

Fmeraht lmea s teashing
xl Bpuugler schonl,
Jarrst Overwan ix Mra
Wayne Qlamgow, sol is Lo al-
live ampluyne in  ghe  IEnpre
Durnet Flasl, 5
Wuew Hwhurﬂn is. tepehing
Aluelel Sepogphin o M.
dnnet Bharp 35 now M

Bwdiomagnlie

Lielon Haoskall @ bednlifng

in_the Vam Lown welaol.
Muhal Breifhold is Mew ke

villn Acémk_

Huth 'Ed.l-'hu i Mre Mex

Ezenie.

o T W g

rheukr they plow.

(Hinr Bair I8 renlky red Fou sCE,

[T wlotkag oe ETRAM TerT prat:
Sr b Bl

Mler tnice is mersy, ber mon-
e

wou mu"f?lcl;u bl Tikm har in

crury w
gz Hrm pe—an sy

anpnumu‘a A.'Bl’u ’

By Marjnrin Snhhy
i
A ix Fnr Aldrn whi alwnes
comn lude.
13 e inr Mool with his Bd-
spuler prent,
Alga Ine Frschray & p:lnn-
ber b trnde.

And Bundy whe rapa whecl
be an old wabl

A far cheer ender Morw
FLEE TN

D In For Dainy, the akafer
yam ki

Sund far Dinay, a yweege he
will Tim.

E j« fur Remr, who'a fmat
laauta nl Fun.

Alsa  Ed  Bramgeher,  Lba
mimjeler’s son.

¥ i for Fraske, 166 oy of
P
For Lily  Aon Fiduy, &
qwrcr. Tithe Inas.
i for  (Rebrhe, oiBletics
he :L'm, =

For Aytag who halped fhic
memeenee to wedbc.

e Archivegrid https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid

e Chicago Archdiocese School Records Request

https:/ /archives.archchicago.org/request-a-record

e Chicago Public Schools

www.cps.edu/services-and-supports/student-records-and-transcripts

e FamilySearch www.familysearch.org

e Library of Congress www.loc.gov

e U.S. Department of Education FERPA Regulations:

www.ed.gov/media/document/idea-and-ferpa-confidentiality-provisions-2014-102114.pdf

e U.S. National Archives www.archives.gov
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