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Online Sources: 
 

• Illinois sites 

• Railroad map of Illinois, 1928 – Illinois Digital Archives 

• https://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/p16614coll7/id/38/ 

• Illinois Digital Archives 

• https://www.idaillinois.org/ 

• Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois, “Illinois Railroads in 1901” Transcribed by Kim 

Torp, 1901. 

• https://genealogytrails.com/ill/cook/railroads.html 

• Library of Congress – Galbraith’s Railway/Post Office Map 

• https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4101p.rr002060/ 

• PERSI  

• https://www.genealogycenter.info/persi/ 

• NARA 

• Riding the Rails Up Paper Mountain: Researching Railroad Records 
in the National Archives By David A. Pfeiffer   

▪ Prologue Spring 1997, Vol. 29, No. 1 (there are 3 parts) 
▪ https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1997/spring/railroad-

records-1.html 

• Railroad Pension Records 

▪ National Archives at Atlanta 

▪ Atlanta.archives@nara.gov 

▪ Index can be found at: 

• Midwest Genealogy Center 

• http://quicklook.midwestgenealogycenter.org/ 

• Ancestry also has the index: 

• https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/railroadretirement

board/ 

• Interstate Commerce Commission:  Investigations of Railroad Accidents 1911-

1993 

▪ Record Group 134 

▪ https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/134.html  

• Annual report of the Detroit and Mackinac Railway Company (1907) 

• By Detroit & Mackinac Railway Company 

• http://quod.oib.umich.edu/r/railroad/5220454.1907.001/23?page 
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• This is part of the Transportation History Collection 

• Railway & Locomotive Historical Society 

• http://www.rlhs.org/ 

• Train Wrecks 

• www.gendisasters.com 

• Cyndi’s List  

• https://www.cyndislist.com/railroads/records/  

• Locating Railroad Employee Records 

• http://www.genealogytoday.com/guide/railroad-employees.html 

• State Archives – Archives of Michigan 

o Circular # 13 – Railroad Records 

o http://seekingmichigan.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/13-Railroad-logo.pdf 

• Any State Archives and/or State Historical Society 

• US Migration Railroads – FamilySearch Research WIKI 

o https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/US_Migration_Railroads 

• Pullman Employee Records – The Newberry Library 

o https://www.newberry.org/pullman-employee-records 

• Wikipedia (for State sources including defunct lines) 

o https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Arizona_railroads 

 

Printed Sources: 

▪ Ambrose, Stephen E., Nothing Like It in the World: The Men Who Built the 

Transcontinental Railroad, 1863-1869. NY: Simon & Schuster, 2001. 

• Arizona Statewide Archival and Records Project, Division of Community Service 

Programs, WPA. Inventory of the County Archives of Arizona, # 12, Santa Cruz County 

(Nogales). Arizona Statewide Archival and Records Project, Historical Records Survey 

Program: Phoenix, AZ: Nov. 1941. pp. 16-18. 

• Barnett, LeRoy G., A Bibliography of Michigan Railroads. Ann Arbor, MI: Historical 

Society of Michigan, 1983. 

• Barnett, LeRoy G., Railroads in Michigan: A Catalog of Company Publications, 1836-

1980.  Marquette: Northern Michigan University Press, 1986. 

• Bender, Jr., Henry E., Southern Pacific Lines Standard-Design Depots. Sacramento: 

Signature Press, 2013. 

• Brook, Michael, Reference Guide to Minnesota History: A Subject Bibliography of 

Books, Pamphlets and Articles in English.  St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society, 1974. 

• Dittmer, Artis, “Early Railroad History in Illinois”, Herald-Whig, 16th Sept. 2023. 

https://www.whig.com/lifestyles/history/early-railroad-history-in-

illinois/article_b72f3d98-53dc-11ee-8b42-
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374f31e67102.html#:~:text=In%201850%2C%20Illinois%20had%20110,in%20the%20wo

rld%20in%201856. 

• Dixon, Jr., Thomas W., Appalachian Coal Mines & Railroads. Lynchburg, VA: TLC 

Publishing, Inc., 1994. 

• Dollarhide, William, American Migration Routes: Part 1 Indian Paths, Post Roads & 

Wagon Roads. Orting, WA: Family Roots Publishing Co., 2022. 

• Dollarhide William, American Migration Routes: Part II Stagecoach, Steamboat, Canal 

& Early Railroad Routes. Orting, WA: Family Roots Publishing Co., 2022. 

• Elliott, Frank N., When the Railroad Was King.  Michigan Department of State: Bureau 

of History, 1988. 

• Griswold, P.R. “Bob”, Arizona’s Railroads:  Exploring the State by Rail. Frederick, CO: 

Renaissance House, 1992.   

• Haine, Edgar A., Railroad Wrecks. Cranbury, NJ: Cornwall Books, 1993. 

• Hansen, Holly T., The Directory of North American Railroads, Associations, Societies, 

Archives, Libraries, Museums and Their Collections.  Croyden, UT: self-published, 1999. 

• Jensen, Oliver, The American Heritage History Railroads in America. NY: Bonanza 

Books, 1975. 

• Kalt, III, William D., Tucson Was A Railroad Town: The Days of Steam in the Big Burg on 

the Main Line. VTD Rail Publishing: Mountlake Terrace, WA, 2007.  

• King, Frank A., The Missabe Road: The Duluth, Missabe and Iron Range Railway. 

Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 2003. 

• Maiken, Peter T., Night Trains: The Pullman System in the Golden Years of American 

Rail Travel. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992. 

• McDowells’ Financial Report, Vol. 1, #83 (25th February 1880), NY. 

• Meints, Graydon M., Michigan Railroads and Railroad Companies. Detroit: Wayne State 

Press, 1993. 

• Meints, Graydon M., Along the Tracks: A Directory of Named Places on Michigan 

Railroads. Mt. Pleasant: Clarke Historical Library, 1987. 

• Michigan Department of Transportation. Michigan’s Railroad History 1825-2014.  

Lansing, MI: MDOT, 2014. 

• Modelski, Andrew M., editor, Railroad Maps of the United States: A Selected 

Annotated Bibliography of Original 19th-century Maps in the Geography & Map 

Division of the Library of Congress.  Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1982. 

• Mooneyhan, E. Gordon., The Southern Railway Dining Car Cookbook: A Historical 

Reference.  San Bernardino, CA: 30 Oct. 2018. 

• Morgan, George G., “Making Tracks Through Railroad Records”, Ancestry.  May/June 

2005. pp 16-23. 
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• Overton, Richard C., “Railroad Archives”, Minnesota History.  Vol. 23:52-56, March 

1942. 

• Pangborn, J.G., The Golden Age of the Steam Locomotive (with over 250 Classic 

Illustrations). Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, Inc., 2003. 

• Perl, Lila, To the Golden Mountain: The Story of Chinese Who Built the Railroad.  NY: 

Cavendish Square Publishing, 2002. 

• Poling-Kempes, Lesley., The Harvey Girls: Women Who Opened the West. New York: 

Paragon House, 1989. 

• Poor, Henry Varnum., Poor’s Manual of the Railroads of the United States, 1900, Vol. 

33. New York: Poor’s Publishing Co., Publishers, 1900. 

• Powers, Thomas E. and William H. McNitt, Guide to Manuscripts in the Bentley 

Historical Library. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan, 1976. 

• Railroad Information Services, United States Railroads. Austin, TX: DeskMap Systems.  

• Rasmussen, Louis J., Railway Passenger Lists of Overland Trains to San Francisco and 

the West, Vol. I & II. Janaway Publishing, Inc.: Santa Maria, CA, 2010.  

• Snyder, Carl., American Railways as Investments…The Methods of Estimating Railway 

Values. New York: The Moody Corporation, 1907. 

• Tabor, Thomas T., Guide to Railroad Historical Resources: United States & Canada. 

Muncy, PA: T.T. Tabor, 1993. 4 Vols. 

• The Railway & Locomotive Historical Society, Railroad History.  Boston: Harvard 

Business School Press, Spring, 1975. 

• The Railroad Records & Investment’s Guide, Vol. VI, #10 (30th July 1886), Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania. 

• Wagenaar, Larry J., editor, Historic Michigan Travel Guide.  East Lansing (MI): The 

Historical Society of Michigan, 2007 

• Walker, Mike, SPV’s Comprehensive Railroad Atlas of North America.  (This is a UK 

company but has great regional coverage of railroads for the US & Canada.  Amazon 

offers this series, or you can go to www.steam-power-

video.co.uk/acatalog/USA_Railroads.html.) 

 

Arcadia Publishing Company offers 167 railroad titles – Images of Rail Series. 

• Hise, Kirk F. & Edward J. Pulhuj. Toledo Railroads.  Mt. Pleasant, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 

2005 

• Deutsch, Ph.D., Reena, The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad in Maryland.  Mt. Pleasant, SC: 

Arcadia Publishing, 2011 
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